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MEMENTOS. 
 
A wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgment. – Solomon 
 
A good man shall not be afraid of  evil tidings. – David 
 
The eternal God is thy refuge. – Moses 
 
The liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand. – Isaiah 
 
It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of  the 

LORD. – Jeremiah 
 
Remember the words of  the Lord Jesus how he said: It is more blessed to give 

than to receive. 
 
Neither count I my life dear unto myself  so that I might finish my course with joy. 

– Paul 
 
Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant. = 

Peter 
 
Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of  the Church. – James 
 
Keep yourselves in the love of  God. – Jude 
 
He, which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 

Come Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To the people, who attend on my ministry, I feel called and 
disposed to address a few thoughts through the medium of  the 
press. A detail of  reasons for this mode of  addressing them is 
unnecessary. It has pleased God, the wise, the holy, and the 
sole Governor of  the world, to send amongst us, at last, that 
great and sharp threshing instrument with which he is threshing      
the tribes of  earth. And, although we have as yet had but very 
few cases of  the dreadful disease (for which let us be heartily 
thankful,) yet it is not impossible that the work of  death may 
soon be rapid and extensive. I know of  no cause, physical or 
moral, operating on the neighboring city of  Richmond, that does 
not operate to bring the evil amongst us. In circumstances 
like ours, fools and cowards say there is no danger, shut their 
eyes and rush on; but the wise and brave foresee the evil, and 
prepare to meet it. With these views let us honestly and earnestly 
look to God, through Christ Jesus, for the influences of  the 
Holy Spirit to prepare us abundantly. 

A general remark is here called for. It is this: Let the second 
cause or causes of  the disease be what they may, this disease, and all 
others, come and go, rage and rest, solely at the 
command of  God. Of  the truth of  this remark, assure your own 
minds. “Shall there be evil in a city and the Lord hath not 
done it?” Amos 3:6. When David’s child was “very sick,” 
it was because “the Lord struck” it. Especially is it important and 
profitable to remember that Jesus Christ does now in a 
peculiar sense control all events in this world. “And he laid 
His right hand on me, and said, Fear not: I am the first and the 
last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
forevermore, Amen: and have the keys of  death and of  hell.” 
Rev. 1:17, 18. While, therefore, no class of  men deserve, as 
men, your more hearty confidence and high esteem than our 
amiable and thorough-bred physicians, yet beware of  idolizing 
any men. “Cease from man, whose breath is in his nostrils.” 
“The Lord is a jealous God.” Obey implicitly and scrupulously all 
directions given by those, who have long made disease, 
with its causes and cures, their study; but never forget that 
God’s blessing alone makes health permanent, or restores it when 
lost. “The LORD will not allow his glory to be given to another.” 

Nor is it profitable for you to spend your time in seeking out 
causes for the disease, or in discussing questions of  contagiousness 

or non-contagiousness. A moral cause, sufficient for the production 
of  “war, famine and pestilence” may easily be found in our sins 
personal and national. 

With this cautionary remark to all, I proceed to say a few 
things: 

I. To such as profess to be followers of  the lamb. 
1. Remember, then first of  all, that the present solemn time is 

intended by God to afford you an opportunity of  proving and trying 
your own spirits. Find out, therefore, what manner of  spirit you are 
of. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know you not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you 
except ye be reprobates.” 2 Cor. 13:5. “Let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself  alone, and not in 
another.” Gal. 6:4. Such examination, if  candid, thorough, close and 
scriptural, will do you no little good. Lose not then the advantages 
you now have, and still further may have, of  testing your hopes and 
character as at the mouth of  the grave. A few days more at least 
(even should we escape the impending visitation,) and you and I must 
be tried as by fire; then let us not practice silly deceptions on our own 
hearts. If  we are not “walking after the spirit,” if  we are not “careful 
to maintain good works,” if  we are not “perfecting holiness in the 
fear of  God,” if  we make reserves in our devotion to Christ and his 
interests, we are none of  Christ’s. If  you find your present hopes of  
salvation not founded on the Rock, abandon them, as a seaman 
would a crazy vessel. If  you cling to them, they will sink you to hell. 
How stands this momentous concern? 

2. Forget not that God is giving you and may further give you 
an opportunity of  exhibiting, not in an ostentatious and selfish, but 
in a modest and useful way, the stability, vigor and excellence of  
those holy and scriptural principles, by which you profess to be 
actuated and sustained. Your religion is worth nothing unless it 
furnished you with resources which worldly people know nothing of. 
We have an altar, whereof  they have no right to eat, who serve the 
world, mammon, strange lusts and the devil. If  God’s people, we are 
in possession of  some secrets which may not be forgotten without 
criminality. No little honor or dishonor will accrue to religion, and no 
little good or harm to the souls of  men, by the course you may pursue 
at present and for some time to come. “Let your light shine.” – Be 
able to say to the world, “follow us as we follow Christ.” Take care of  
God’s honor, and he will take care of  your life and health. “Them 



that honor me will I honor.” 1 Saml. 2:30. A great aggravation of  the 
sin of  David in the matter of  Uriah was, that he “had given great 
occasion to the enemies of  the LORD to blaspheme!! 2 Saml. 12:14. 
Beware that none of  you put occasion of  falling in any one’s way. For 
your guidance take these words – Remember that you are Christians. 
You profess much, let us now see a holy practice. 

3. Be mindful of  the sacredness of  the relations which you 
sustain, as heads of  families, masters and mistresses, owners and 
directors of  factories, neighbors, officers and members of  the 
community, and officers and members of  Christ’s Church. Never 
even meditate the abandonment of  apprentices, hirelings and 
servants to the inattention of  one another, or to the attention of  a 
mere dunce, to whose hands you would not commit the nursing of  a 
favorite horse. It is your duty to remember and aid the poor and 
destitute, whose owners or neighbors may have deserted them, or left 
them to the direction of  the ignorant or careless. Be not slow in 
visiting your brethren and sisters of  the Church of  Christ, whenever 
you suspect your presence may be profitable. It is in vain to flee, and 
then say you knew not that your services were needed. “If  thou 
forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are 
ready to be slain: if  thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not: doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider it? And he that keepeth thy soul, 
doth not he know it? And shall he render to every man according to 
his works.” Pr. 24:11, 12. It will be a shame and a sin for you to 
neglect any precautionary or sanitary measure in your power for your 
dependents.  

4. Be active in forwarding, as you have ability, all judicious 
schemes for mitigating the terrors of  the disease, for relieving the 
distresses of  the sick and bereaved, for spreading sound information 
respecting the premonitory symptoms of  the pestilence, for allaying 
all wild and unreasonable alarm, for preserving the uninformed from 
any and every species of  quackery, and procuring a decent and 
sufficiently speedy, though not premature burial of  the dead. Beware 
of  that accursed spirit which will not act, unless it can lead. If  a 
scheme of  usefulness be not in your judgment perfect, yet inquire if  
it be not better than nothing. Be ashamed to spend any of  your 
breath in decrying our Police, our Board of  Health, or the stinginess 
of  any of  our citizens. If  other people do not their duty, it is no 
reason why you should rail. Strengthen the hands of  all who 
intelligently aim at usefulness, and, wherever you can, be most useful, 

yourself  being judge, there be found. If  you lose money by so doing, 
you had better lose money than a good conscience. “What is the 
chaff  to the wheat, saith the LORD?” 

5. If  you give a pledge to act in any device of  humanity or 
charity or justice, see that you redeem it, or give early notice that you 
cannot redeem it. For instance, if  you should obligate yourself  to 
visit, as a member of  a sanitary committee, be sure that you do it 
greeably to promise, or, necessarily failing, give immediate notice to 
the other members of  the committee, or to the authority appointing 
you. This is no more than your duty as children of  the truth, as 
honest men. Never resign such a post because you may think it 
dangerous or find it difficult. He that swears to his own hurt and 
changes, is not worthy to ascend the hill of  the LORD. Ps. 15:1 and 
4. It will be exceedingly disgraceful to religion, and therefore, very 
wicked for you to vow and not perform. Ecc. 5:4, 5. 

6. Make use of  all scriptural means of  impressing religious 
truth on the minds of  all. And that you may not be hindered in this 
work, carefully avoid frightening any person. All fright tends to erase 
salutary religious impressions. A perturbed states of  mind is averse to 
all valuable attention to religion. At the same time be faithful, and 
“hold back nothing that is profitable for” those, with whom you may 
mingle. Many will thankfully listen to the reading of  the scriptures, be 
willing to have prayer offered in their families, and hear an 
exhortation to repentance at such a time as the present, who would 
be far from such things at other times. Indeed, it is remarkable that 
now and for some weeks past, almost every body seems to be at least 
sober and respectful towards religion. I have not heard six oaths in 
six weeks. Then do your duty. He that soweth sparingly shall also reap 
sparingly. He that soweth bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 
“Brethren, if  any of  you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
let him know that he which converted the sinner from the error of  
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of  
sins. James 5:19, 20. 

7. As a good foundation for courage and calmness in the 
midst of  danger, cultivate confidence in God. All other courage is 
temerity, and all other calmness is recklessness. It is true that 
assiduous attention to the _______________ [word unreadable in the 
copy I possess] may do something to divert the mind from a sense of  
dangers. But when danger looks us in the face, our only impregnable 
fortress is God. “The name of  the LORD is a strong tower: The 



righteous runneth into it and is safe. Pr. 18:10. That you may have 
“strong consolation” allow me to direct your attention further in the 
23, 46 and 91 Psalms – to Ps. 97:1, 2 – also, Ps. 125:1, 2 – to Isaiah 
26:1-4, and the parallel passages. Let us also make good use of  all 
that class of  truths, which assert the absoluteness, universality and 
particularity of  God’s purposes and providence, such as Job 7:1, and 
14:14, and Luke 12:1-40. “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in the truth.” “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.”  

8. Finally, set your houses and all your affairs both temporal 
and eternal, in order and keep them so. This advice is always good, 
always reasonable. But it is peculiarly so just now. You have no right 
to entail lawsuits, bickering and jealousies on those who may be your 
heirs. Much less are you at liberty to leave your worldly affairs in such 
a state as to misrepresent the character or conduct of  yourself  or 
others. But above all, keep your accounts with God fully settled up to 
each present moment. Never lie down but with your conscience 
sprinkled afresh with atoning blood. Is there nothing suggested by 
Christ’s sermon on the mount, that requires your speedy and close and 
scriptural attention? If  so, take heed to it. For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of  our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of  his 
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

As motives to the performance of  the duties specified, let me 
mention the following – viz: 

Our obligations, as members of  the Church and of  this 
community to God, who has spared us so long and sent us as yet the 
disease but to a very limited extent. If  you have hearts to count his 
mercies, you can soon fill every page in your member. – “What shall 
we render to the LORD for all his benefits?” 

If  you follow not such advice, so far as it is founded on 
principles of  scripture, you will compromise the honor of  your 
Master and Redeemer. 

The life of  your own soul and the salvation of  the souls of  
others are deeply involved in this matter. 

If  the obligations of  gratitude, if  a tender regard to the 
honor of  Christ and to immortal souls preserve you not in the path 
of  duty, you must go astray; for these are matters of  the very highest 

consideration. There are no more grave and solemn matters left to 
urge upon you. 

II. I come now to address such as make no professions of  
submission to the authority of  Jesus Christ. Dear Friends: Your case 
demands pious commiseration and solemn consideration from him 
who must give account of  your souls, or at least of  the degree of  
faithfulness with which he has labored to save them. Suffer, 
therefore, the word of  exhortation from one who thinks he has given 
some proofs of  his desire to do you good. 

Some of  you now have the subject of  your personal salvation 
under consideration, but have not yet decided fully and finally 
whether you will take up the cross and follow Christ, or remain yet 
longer in sin, and hazard your souls on the hope of  a future 
repentance. To such, I say, without a fear of  contradiction, that your 
present state demands immediate, hearty and practical decision and 
action. Will you halt and hesitate upon the very verge of  Eternity, 
where you now stand? 

A point of  time, a moment’s space, 
Removes you to yon heavenly place, 

Or shuts you up in hell. 

As an Ambassador for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by me, I pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye speedily reconciled to 
God. Delay is sin, and, if  a little longer persisted in, will assuredly be 
ruin. Let it be remembered, too, that the present is undoubtedly a 
more favorable time for settling this matter, than any that ever will 
occur in the whole of  your existence. If  Jesus Christ be the only 
Saviour, an able Saviour, a willing Saviour, a strong Deliverer, 
worshipped by angels, adored by seraphs, crowned by saints and 
glorified by the Father, serve him, believe on him, affectionately 
confide in him. But, if  you can do without him – if  you can save 
yourselves, reject him forever. O, decide, ere death decide for you! 
repent, before eternal and fruitless repentance shall commence – 
Turn to the Lord before you are turned into hell. The Lord be 
gracious to you and speed your flight from the wrath to come. 

To those non-professors who have not the subject under 
serious consideration, the following things may be useful, if  rightly 
received –  

1. A state of  careless unregeneracy is exceedingly dreadful, 
because of  the total blindness, the deep corruption and the amazing 
guilt connected with it, all these too reigning, like death, the more 



dreadfully, because in undisturbed stillness. To have one’s house on 
fire and ready to fall in upon him and crush him, is dangerous; but to 
have this the case, and still be asleep, is beyond description terrible 
even in contemplation. 

2. To have our spiritual slumbers so profound as not to be 
disturbed by judgments and mercies and messengers, by conscience 
and the Holy Spirit all combining, proves the heart to be exceeding 
hard. God has well nigh summoned the whole earth to hear his 
warnings by the pestilence now in our midst. Between fifty and sixty 
millions of  human beings have been carried into Eternity by the 
Cholera. Will you harden your heart longer? Dare you shut your ears 
to this awful voice of  God?  

3. You are now in the enjoyment of  your reason and health. 
Will you not seize the present moment and make peace with God? 

“Your life is a dream, 
Your time as a stream 
Glides swiftly away, 

And the fugitive moment refuses to stay.” 

“Today if  ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts.” “Turn ye, 
Turn ye, for why will ye die?” 
 4. From all that I have seen and heard I feel prepared to say 
that if  any of  you should be called to die by the Cholera, there is 
most fearful reason to believe that you will find it too late to attend to 
the subject of  your soul’s salvation. God may save a man as he is 
about to die of  this gigantic disease. But in nineteen cases out of  
twenty, if  not in ninety-nine cases out of  an hundred, there is no 
time, or opportunity even to introduce the subject of  religion in any 
becoming manner. A preacher would be no more likely to get the 
attention of  one laboring under the spasms of  Cholera, than to 
engage and interest his hearers if  on their extremities sharp pincers 
were employed, while he addresses them; and when collapse comes 
on, although the mind is sometimes clear on most subjects, yet even 
then it is so deluded as to hopeful and speedy recovery, that hope of  
usefulness must be but faint. These remarks are made not to terrify 
any one, but for the sake of  dealing honestly with you and persuading 
you to desist from your present ruinous course. 

“The work – the mighty work 
Of  life, so long delayed, 

Repentance yet to be begun 
Upon a dying bed.” 

 

The Lord grant you immediate and genuine repentance to the 
acknowledgment, obedience and love of  the truth. 

Remember the message lately sent to some of  you by a dying 
man, and delivered publicly by him who writes these words – “Make 
repentance your first and last and only business until it is secured – 
begin now and never cease your efforts until you are accepted of  
God.” 

---------- 
1. My soul, the minutes haste away, 

Apace comes on th’ important day 
When in the icy arms of  death, 
I must give up my vital breath. 

 
2. Look forward to the moving scene; 

How wilt thou be affected then? 
When from on high some sharp disease 
Resistless shall my vitals seize. 
 

3. When all the springs of  life are low, 
The spirits faint, the pulses slow; 
The eyes grow dim, and short the breath, 
Presages of  approaching death. 
 

4. When clammy sweat thro’ every part, 
Show life’s retreating to the heart; 
Its last resistance there to make, 
And then the breathless frame forsake. 
 

5. When all eternity’s in sight, 
The brightest day, or blackest night; 
One shock will break the building down, 
And let thee into worlds unknown. 
 

6. O come my soul, the matter weigh! 
How wilt thou leave thy kindred clay! 
And how the unknown regions try, 
And launch into Eternity! 
     BROWN. 


